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"marine birds of prey" do not sit or sleep on the water,
that they must have some roosting place at night, and con-
sequently land could not be far away. Two days after-
wards the fleet came in sight of land. " The joy of the
people was so great that it was wonderful to hear their
cries and exclamations of pleasure; and they had good
reason to be delighted, for they had become so wearied
of bad living and of pumping the water out of the leaky
ships, that all sighed most anxiously for land. ... On
the morning of the aforesaid Sunday we saw lying before
us an island,3 and soon on the right hand another appeared.
The first was high and mountainous, the other very fiat
and thickly wooded [this was the small island of Mariga-
lante, named after the big Admiral's ship of the squadron,
generally known as La Capitana, but really named the
Marigalante\. As soon as the light of day became brighter,
other islands began to appear on the right and on the left
. . . most of them of considerable size. We directed our
course towards that which we had first seen [Dominica]
... we proceeded more than a league in search of a port
where we might anchor, but did not find one. All that
part of the island appeared beautiful and green, even down
to the water's edge. It was delightful to see, for at that
season of the year there is scarcely anything green in our
own country." However, the admiral, Columbus, decided
first to land and take possession (with the royal banner
unfurled in his hands) of Marigalante. Here, in the midst
of an astonishingly thick forest bearing an excellent variety
of trees, some in fruit and some in flower, they discovered
one, the leaf of which had the finest smell of cloves and
seemed to be a species of laurel. Some of the seamen

i This was Dominica, so called because it was discovered on the lord's Day,   It
is now one of the British Leeward Islands*